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Overview

• Who are part-time research students?
• Why study part time?
• What challenges face part-time research 

students?
• How do universities respond to part-time 

students’ needs?
• Conclusion
• Questions



Postgraduate research student 
statistics – recent trends 
(Source: HESA)
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Why study part-time?

• Employment
– want to study and maintain job 
– financial commitments (mortgages, family support, having 

school-going children in higher institutions of learning)
– continue with employment to enable them to meet financial 

commitments

• Family engagement
– need to create time to be with their children for guidance and 

good upbringing
– need to create time to be with children 



Why study part-time?

• Economic reasons
– full-time studies are more costly compared with part-time
– dependants and incomes cannot sustain their needs
– cannot afford paying all fees at once and need to spread the 

payment across the years
– forced to take more than one job to be able to raise enough 

fees

• Proximity to universities
– can access study and learning resources
– convenient to arrange for supervisory services after work
– training courses, seminars/lecturers
– access to welfare facilities: Health Centre and counselling 

services, postgraduate society events, Students Union



The “typical” part-time 
research student

• Older
• Improve career prospects
• Mid-life crisis
• Interest (highly motivated / disciplined)
• Work experience and employment
• Successful
• Time commitments (job / family / social)
• Paying own fees

Value for money



Challenges facing part-time 
research students

• Time management
– balancing job pressures and study time (struggle to cope with 

simultaneous academic and professional workloads)
– experience a lack of support and understanding from their 

supervisors
– limited study time resulting to low quality research projects 

and assignments



Challenges facing part-time 
research students

• Consultation
– lack of contact and communication 

• Isolation
– not able to consult with other students doing similar research 

(no time for meetings/sharing with other fellow researchers)

• Research time
– not enough to access library resources
– attend university at odd times after work, which means they 

are likely to miss the use of facilities such as Information 
Technology services that are only offered during official 
working times (9-5)



Challenges facing part-time 
research students
• Supervisory time

– hard to find time to meet supervisors
– supervisory times are considerably less compared with their 

counterpart full-time research students
– this results in low study pace as students are forced to extend 

their course times which may lead to frustrations and eventual 
health problems

• Funding
– finance own studies
– unreliable sources of income
– other financial commitments, such as fees for their children, 

bank loans, bills or mortgages and over work thus affecting 
their enthusiasm to study and consequently, low quality of 
research



Challenges facing part-time 
research students
• Family commitments

– family pressures, such as sickness of family member; need for 
family treats, children assistance with school work: prepare 
them to go to school, attend parents’ evenings, attend school 
assemblies and/or other school issues

– these may result to cancellation of appointments with 
supervisors, attending conferences or seminars or fail to go to 
library for research, fail to do research projects/assignments in 
time, sleep late

– this may also lead to lack of concentration on the research 
projects and consequently, low quality research



University services

• Supervision 
• Library
• Training courses
• Seminars / lectures
• Postgraduate society events
• Students Union
• Campus restaurants, cafes, bars
• Health Centre and Counselling Service
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Problems of part-time research 
students

Job pressures

Family pressures
Remoteness

Lack of contact/ 
communication

Isolation



Suggested solutions 

• Extended library opening hours at weekends 
and vacations

• Access to Health Centre, Counselling Service, 
etc

• “Summer School” format for training
• Better communication and advance notification
• Online resources
• Temporary parking permits
• Greater flexibility in paying fees
• Greater flexibility in submission



Conclusions 

• Challenges and pressures of part-time 
students
– Work
– Family
– Friends
– And research!

• Isolation of part-time students

But also …

• Resourcefulness of part-time students
• Determination of part-time students



Any questions?


