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Presentation outline
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• Discussions and questions

• For information
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Why do we have them?



Improving standards



What are they used for?



PGR funding linked to quality for the 
first time

•



Quality assurance

• No targets and no simple direct link from data to 
funding

• One indicator amongst many

• No power of veto

• QAA teams will only have access to data in the 
public domain

• Commentaries on qualification rates also likely to 
appear in institutional submissions
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What do we use them for?

Start text here.



The future? • Data quality and audit

• Part-time rates

• What’s the whole picture?

• Are we doing enough to 
maintain the UK PhD 
brand?



Questions and discussion



Slides for information



• Quantitative measures largely scrapped as too 

variable between disciplines

• Concern about two sets of standards (QAA 

code of practice)

• Submission rates substituted for qualification 

rates as already collected through HESA

History
Consultation on Improving 
standards (May 2003)

Working group on embedding standards into QAA code 
of practice (Feb 2004)



Definitions
• Research Degree Programme (RDP) is an 

academic programme leading to the award of a 
higher degree wholly or mainly on the basis that the 
student has completed an original piece of 
research.

• Most common RDPs are PhDs and Master’s 
degrees by thesis. 

• A postgraduate research (PGR) student is a student 
enrolled on an RDP.

• Qualification rate = number of qualifiers / total 
population

• RDQR = Research Degree Qualification rates

(RDP qualifiers – not including masters) 



The PGR population (1)

• Population = all students returning for 2nd year

• Home and EC students only (rates for overseas 
students available but not for consideration within 
special review)



The PGR population (2)

• No adjustment for:

– Institutional transfers

– Individual reasons for non-qualification (apart from 
death)

– Taking time out/periods of suspension 



The PGR population (3)

• Changing cohort approach – MPhil students (or 
equivalents) who subsequently show evidence of 
studying for a PhD added to population in the year 
in which they commenced the MPhil

• So population may increase retrospectively



• The UK has only 1% of the world’s population, 

but carries out 5% of world research, and 

produces 12% of all cited papers

•UK ranks second overall in citation and high 

impact shares (USA 1st)

Context
Crucial role of PGRs in sustaining 
excellent research base and 
developing a knowledge economy

• The HEFCE 1999 Fundamental Review of Research, SET for Success – Sir Gareth Roberts 

(2002), Investing in Innovation - HMT (2002), The review of the Arts and Humanities Research 

Board (AHRB) postgraduate programme, 

PSA target metrics for the UK Research Base



Number of PhD starters
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Domicile of full-time starters

22%16,91913,841Total

52%5,9183,904Non-EU

54%2,5001,624EU (excluding UK)

2%8,5018,313UK

% change2004-051996-97Domicile



Domicile of part-time starters

-6%4,5254,797Total

23%713581Non-EU

48%464313EU (excluding UK)

-14%3,3483,903UK

% change2004-051996-97Domicile



Age of starters

27.326.9Mean age
22%16,91913,841Total
22%5,5414,53728 and over
48%2,2331,51226 or 27
46%3,3432,29324 or 25
27%4,8783,82622 or 23

-45%9241,67321 and under
% change2004-051996-97Age group

Mean age also rising for part-time starters: 
35.8 (1996-97) to 37.6 (2004-05)



Numbers of full-time starters
(selected subjects)
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Qualification on entry for full-time starters

2%8,5018,313Total

16%4,7844,112Qualification earlier

-35%1,3542,072First degree (other)

-6%1,5461,649First degree (1st class)

70%817480MastersQualification in year 
prior to entry from UK 
HEI

% 
change

2004-
05

1996-
97Qualification

Year prior to entry/UK 
HEI



Source of tuition fees for full-time starters 
(2004-05)

100%5,918100%2,500100%8,501Total

38%2,25535%88120%1,700No financial backing

35%2,09921%52022%1,858Other

23%1,38929%72523%1,973Institution

3%17515%37435%2,970RC / charity

%Non-EU%EU%UK
Major source of 
tuition fees



Proportion of full-time starters with no 
financial backing for selected subjects

20%15%Total
43%27%Business/administrative studies
43%29%Law
41%31%Education
11%8%Mathematical sciences

6%3%Physics
6%4%Chemistry

2004-051996-97Subject


