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Overview

An introduction to Skills Forge
What, why, how...?
Guided tour
Where its going

Its impact at York
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What is Skills Forge?

A website
'One stop shop' to support Graduate 
Professional Development (GPD)
For students, supervisors and 
administrators

Centrally supported but owned by the 
individual/supervisory team
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Why?

Roberts' Review “SET for Success”

QAA Code of Practice for Research 
Degree Programmes (precept 20)

EU Charter and Code for Early 
Career Researchers
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The Joint Statement of Skills

Provides the foundation on which to build 
everything
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Internal drivers

Measure and 
improve 

engagement Student information 
readily available

Streamline administrative 
processes

Institution wide 
framework

Information 
and guidance
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How it came to be

Started as an automotive / DTI project
Over four years of development
Now starting its third year supporting 
GPD at York
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Students click on the pie segments to 
provide a subjective rating of their skills
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What's next?

Email notifications
When there's new content to look at
When a form has been electronically signed

File uploads
Evidence
Thesis chapters

Many more ideas
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The impact at York

Improved engagement – 70% of our 
first years are using the system
Has encouraged good practice
Reduced administration hours

Response and feedback is positive
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Student engagement

Promotional mix:
Printed handbook given to all students
Induction sessions
Graduate Fair

Making things easier
“One stop shop”
Information and guidance



3rd July 2008 UKCGE 3rd European Conference 2008

Student engagement

Departments with 'champions' fare 
much better
Provision of a centrally supported 
system has helped smaller 
departments

They're coming back to us with ideas
Design note: Less is more
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Supervisor engagement

Design note: Less is definitely more
Have tried a grassroots approach
Introducing automatic email notifications
Concerns about time commitments 
eased when benefits are recognised



Is this available to other HEIs?

Yes



For More Information

jc153@ohm.york.ac.uk
01904 43 2833

http://www.skillsforge.co.uk/

The Graduate Training Unit
gtu@york.ac.uk 



For More Information

This presentation is available at
http://www.skillsforge.york.ac.uk/UKCGE_2008.ppt
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References / web links

• Skills Forge: http://www.skillsforge.co.uk/ 

• This presentation: http://www.skillsforge.co.uk/UKCGE_2008.ppt

• SET for Success – Report of the Sir Gareth Roberts Review: http://www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/Documents/Enterprise_and_Productivity/Research_and_Enterprise/

• QAA Code of Practice, Section 1: Postgraduate Research Programmes 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/codeOfPractice/section1/ 

• The European Charter for Researchers: 
http://europa.eu/eracareers/pdf/am509774CEE_EN_E4.pdf 

• RCUK Research Careers and Diversity Strategy: http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/rescareer/strategy.htm

• Leitch Review: http://www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/independent_reviews/leitch_review/review_leitch_index.cfm

• The Warry Report: http://www.dti.gov.uk/files/file32802.pdf

• The Joint Statement of Skills: http://www.ukgrad.ac.uk/jss/
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