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• >52,000 international pgr students in UK

– EU comprises approximately 30% of these

• international comprise 45% of all PGR 

studentsin UK

• International PGR students worth > £600 million 

pa to UK economy direct, much more indirect

some numbers ...........



A few clear messages -
• UK will continue to need international PGR students as:

– low UK student demand, particularly in some key subjects
– major contribution to UK research output
– Need to support STEM subjects

• UK has been very succesful over last few years
BUT
• UK’s underlying recruitment trend is down!
• Current UK recruitment and funding ‘model’ is not 

sustainable
• Competition growing rapidly – US, across Europe, 

Australia, others
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International PGR students in UK HE according to main 
source countries (2007-08)

2.11090Saudi Arabia
2.31202Pakistan
2.31211Thailand
2.31243Ireland
2.41246Taiwan
2.51324Canada
2.61388France
3.82030India
3.92037Italy
4.22211Malaysia
5.32790Germany
5.52894Greece
6.73568USA
9.85175China

100.052900Total
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Trend in total numbers of international PGR students in UK 
HE
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UK – looking good! 

Total numbers of international PGR students in UK HEIs, leading source 
countries



60.014492416Law

34.013253899Creative arts & design

59.137316313Business & admin studies

37.925706779Education

54.246538587Maths and computing

53.6614311463Social studies

37.1504713591Physical sciences

33.1506015284Biosciences and related

41.2715317380Humanities

59.01036117566Eng and tech

29.8536417987Medicine and related

43.652901121357Totals all

Intl as % All intl
Total 

students

PGR students in UK HE according to main subject areas (2007-08)



Lead countries according to subject area

§ Engineering and technology:
China, Malaysia, Greece, India, Italy

§ Physical sciences
China, France, Germany, Italy, Spain

§ Biosciences:
Greece, China, Germany, India, USA

§ Social sciences
USA, Germany, China, Italy, Greece

§ Humanities
USA, Canada, Germany, Greece, Korea



Trends  in new enrolments of international PGR students 
according to main source countries
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Trends  in new enrolments of international PGR students 
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Of the 25 leading source countries for UK PGR 
student recruitment new enrolments in 2007-08 
declined from 20 of these countries!

Countries of major concern include:
•China
•Greece
•India
•Taiwan
•Japan
•Korea
•Thailand
•Egypt 
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Are EU students important to UK?

• 30% of all international PGR students (16,600)
• 14% all PGR students
• Larger proportions in:

– Law
– Social studies
– Maths
– Phys sciences



New international student enrolments: trends according 
to EU countries
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31%

29%

26%

9%

4%

2%

Department reputation

Specific course title

Institution reputation

Country

City / Location

Don't know

turning to the students!
Major factors influencing the decision of an 
international PGR student to study in UK



Relative importance ratings for key factors associated 
with learning experience. 

2.6 2.7 2.8 2.9 3 3.1 3.2 3.3 3.4 3.5 3.6 3.7

Expert lecturers
Research

Technology
Library

Learning support
Course content

Assessment
Good teachers

Flexibility
Performance feedback

Employability
Academics' English

Careers advice
Learning spaces
Work experience

Language support
Multicultural



1.80 2.00 2.20 2.40 2.60 2.80 3.00 3.20 3.40 3.60

Thailand

South Africa

Dubai

India

South Korea

Malaysia

China

Republic of Ireland

Singapore

Japan

New Zealand

Netherlands

Australia

France

Canada

Germany

United Kingdom

United States

Relative attractiveness of country destinations favoured by 
international PGR students



Some additional considerations regarding 
research students

• 52% UK students enrolled part time

• 35% of international students enrolled part time

• 40% of EU students enrolled part time

• (Possibly) 50% of international PGR students were 
studying in the UK >6 months immediately before 
commencing research programmes



2.21010University of Bristol

2.21025University of Leeds

2.21030Imperial College

2.21040University College London

2.41125University of Sheffield

2.41140University of Newcastle

2.61210University of Edinburgh

2.91360University of Birmingham

3.61665University of Nottingham

4.01880University of Manchester

5.72650University of Oxford

6.93230University of Cambridge

% of total in UKHE institution

Universities with most international PGR students



Turning to finance .........



RESEARCH 
OUTPUT

FEE 
REVENUE

The Dean of Graduate School’s Dilemma .......   
....... international research students ...



International PGR students in UK - Who pays?

Non-UK sources
• Students own personal funds: 48%
• Student scholarship from home: 15%
• International scholarships 0.5%
UK sources
• Fee discounts from UK institutions: 26.5%
• UK scholarships and foundations 3.5%

Augmented by part time employment
Latter is extremely important and its necessity is not 
generally accepted! 



(HIGHEST) %age of research students supported by their 
home government or employer

39.5Jordan 
45.1Syria 
47.3Kuwait 
50.5Egypt 
50.6Malaysia 
51.0Thailand 
57.4Oman 
60.1Mexico 
66.3Libya 
69.8Saudi Arabia 

Highest %age support:

Average % home government and/or 
employer contribution for all countries:    
15.1%



(LOWEST) %age of research students in UK HE from a 
country supported by their home government or employer

0.7Cyprus 
3.0Hong Kong 
3.4Greece 
3.5China 
3.5South Korea 
3.6Japan 
3.8Israel 
4.5Germany 
4.6Italy 
4.8Australia 
4.8Canada 
5.4Taiwan 
5.4France 
5.6India 

Average 15.1Lowest %age



43.8507University of Reading
44.31029Imperial College 
48.8744Loughborough 
50.21665University of Nottingham
50.91124University of Sheffield
55.01209University of Edinburgh
58.22650University of Oxford
%

Nos 
studentsUniversities providing most support

26.6%Average all UK HEIs

Proportion of international students in individual UK HE institution 
supported by that institution

?    ?    ?    ?    ?     ?     ?
Universities providing < 10% 
funding



What is driving global demand?

• Fast growth HE provision in lower and middle 
income countries with lack of research infrastructue 
for staff development

• Increasing investment in research eg China

• Increasingly competitive international employment 
market

• Access international employment



The global competition



USA
•±120,000 international PGR students
•Overall ±45% international
•±65% international students of all in eng and tech
•After 9/11 declines international student recruitment 
again growing fast
•Fees: STEM rarely required
•Teaching and research assistantships available for 
living costs
•75% of international PGR students intend to stay in US 
to work
US proportionately underachieves! Is the sleeping 
giant waking?





UK – US cooperation HE project

•Funded through PMI2, managed by British Council
•Consultancy team reviewing
•Research cooperation part of this
•On-line questionnaires
•Seminar later in year
•Your assistance very much welcome!
(research questionnaire:
http://survey.euro.confirmit.com/wix3/p248361089.aspx
or
neil.kemp@nkeducation.com

http://survey.euro.confirmit.com/wix3/p248361089.aspx
mailto:neil.kemp@nkeducation.com


Australia

• ±10,000 international PGR students
• International PGR ±20% of total PGR
• Approach to funding similar to UK
• Fees ± £12K  pa
• Scholarships: high number of fee remissions 

and full scholarships
• Now priortise PGR – and seen good growth





France

• ± 24,000 international doctoral students
• 35.2% of total doctoral students
• No fees 
• Good availability of living costs’

scholarships – government funded
• Opportunities to remain in France



International doctoral students in French HE

23975Totals

24Oceania

5844Asia

2248America

10407Africa

1875Non-EU Europe

3569EU

Total Nos of International 
Doctoral Students

22.9Medical related

35.7General

31.3Science and Eng

56.8Social Sciences

36.2Humanities

International students as a 
proportion all doctoral 

students by subject







Germany

• ±25,000 international doctoral students
• No fees
• Research students are given monthly living costs 

stipend (± €1,000 pm)
• Recruit through targeted overseas visits



2.6Others

14.9Engineering

4.9Agriculture and related

4.7Medicine and related

37.3Physical. Mathematical and 
Biosciences

13.1Social Sciences and Law

22.5Humanities and Languages

% of TotalSubject Area

Doctoral researchers in German universities: 
proportions by subject areas



4,148Austria

5,245Cameroon

5,512France

6,532Ukraine 

6,587Turkey

6,986Morocco

9,594Russia

12,467Bulgaria

12,209Poland

25,987China

TotalSource country

International students (all levels) in German HE according 
to country of origin (DAAD)





Netherlands

• Numbers not known
• All are formally staff and recruited against a funded 

post
• New directions

– Research student places being created – but full 
scholarships funding

– International partnerships with governments
• Major potential for growth
• Watch this space!





Scandinavia
• Denmark
• Sweden
• Norway
Other countries
• New Zealand
• Canada
• China









Some findings at UK national and institutional 
levels:

•No clear statement of the UK doctorate, what it means, 
pathways and supervisor support

– Research doctorate
– Professional doctorate

•No clear advice on how to access appropriate research 
programmes/departments/supervisors

•No clear information on scholarships and funding
•No clear advice on immigration and access to 
employment

•Institutional and national websites not research student 
friendly



Possible strategies for UK

• What is the UK doctorate and what is its ‘offer’
• What do we promise PGR students?
• Grow international partnerships – national and 

institutional
• Have a PGR recruitment strategy
• Central investment necessary - not a perfect market
• More in-country and split delivery 







What might you do now in your institution?

• Learn from your current international PGR students
• Review your website and promotion materials

– Does it explain your PhDs?
– Does it explain scholarships, fees and other 

funding arrangements
– Is there a clear statement of subjects available
– Is there clear statement of application process 

(and time scale!) 
• Clearly articulated university PGR strategy – with 

investment
• Invest in some market research
• Advocacy – in institution and nationally



A few conclusions on the longer term -

• UK has been the most successful country for PGR 
recruitment

• Underlying decline in international PGR student 
recruitment to UK

• Competition will increase markedly – but they have yet to 
get their act together!

• UK approach to funding PGR students is not sustainable

• Need to re-invigorate our approach while we are still in 
position of strength! 



Thanks!

Dr Neil Kemp
neil.kemp@nkeducation.com

mailto:neil.kemp@nkeducation.com

