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Aim of the presentation

The role of the BL
Growth of on-line publishing
Open Access Repositories
EThOS
SHERPA and other e-projects
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EThOS - Context

Electronic Theses Online service
Development of similar services
Mode of production
British Library role
Preference for Open Access
Need for sustainability
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EThOS - History

18 month project
- Led by University of Glasgow
- Eight other organisations participated
Product and outcome
- long term approach
- importance of sustainability
- cost recovery basis
Aim to digitise 75,000 theses in first three years
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EThOS – Service Features

Single search interface, hosted by BL
Mixed business model: central or local 
repository
Software to collect and label
IAG Toolkit
Dissemination and advocacy activities
Retrospective digitisation of paper theses
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EThOS – Toolkit for participation

Produced by Robert Gordon University
Definitions, operation, advantages
Content of business case
Technical requirements and interface
Training provision 
EThOS net

http://ethostoolkit.rgu.ac.uk
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EThOS – How it works
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EThOS – Benefits

Enables better research
Disseminates research of institutions
Promotes knowledge of author’s name and work
Avoids replication and duplication
Provides central service for a dispersed audience
Cements relationships between BL, JISC, HEIs, 
graduate organisations
Promotes work of UK plc
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SHERPA Securing a Hybrid Environment for Research 
Preservation and Access

Developed by consortium, led by University of 
Nottingham
Aim to support development of open access 
respositories in HEIs
Pre- and post-prints, chapters, conference 
proceedings: full text and/or reference details
Focused on development of discrete repositories, 
hosted at individual institutions
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SHERPA – outcomes

OpenDOAR – directory of open access repositories 
worldwide http://opendoar.org/index.html
RoMEO – guide to policies of journal and book 
publishers, on rights to publish pre- and post-prints
JULIET – guide to the mandates of research councils 
on placing funded research outputs
Guidance notes for researchers intending to archive 
material

100 repositories in the UK 
Hosted by 82 organisations
Both approximately 1 in 10 of the world share
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Emerging issues for digital repositories

Institutional awareness and support
IP and rights clearance
Preservation and access
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The British Library in the Digital Age

Internation Dunhuang Project
Codex Sinaiticus
British Newspapers 1800-1900
Archival Sound Recordings
Web Archiving
Government e-publications
Digital Object Management
PLANETS
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Issues for discussion

What are the barriers to creating/accepting online 
theses?
How will online submissions change the content of 
theses? 
What sorts of outputs will be acceptable as 
evidence? What are the main issues?
How important is a plagiarism detection service?
What are the potential difficulties where born-digital 
works refer to other born-digital works?



EThOS (Electronic Theses On-line 
Service) screenshots
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Initial Search Screen
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Search Results
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Bibliographic Details



18
18

Costs/Delivery Timescales
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Confirmation
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IPR agreement
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Order History



22
22

Download
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Source formats
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Source Formats


